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You build it. We help PROTECT it!

Recognizing the importance of disaster mitigation for the architect and engineering
communities, Build & Protect, is a newsletter written specifically for A&E's to provide
unique content related to lightning protection system (LPS) design, specification, quality
assurance, inspection and maintenance. 

Find out how the inclusion of safety standard-compliant lightning protection systems in
your state-of-the-art designs can benefit the building environment.

Featured in this issue:

Takeaways from the 86th Annual Lightning Protection Conference  
LPI-IP Inspection Program Expands Services 
Building Lightning Safe News & Notes 
Prevent Tomorrow's Lightning Protection Headaches Today!
NFPA Codes & Safety Standard Reminders 
Lightning Safety Awareness Week 2018

Takeaways from the 2018 Lightning Protection Conference   

Early last month, the United Lightning Protection Association (ULPA) and the Lightning
Protection Institute (LPI) hosted the industry's 86th Annual Lightning Protection
Conference in Singer Island, FL. Lightning protection professionals from various states
across the country came together for three days of professional development, workshops,
continuing education and networking. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_pgfsZlNV-WDL1GjRxY_oMYKUJVn5w0YXtw7H-N1t6eRj9uXHz2YvxdfLcyrY7huMrJy8oh7RkUXMU2XweX1ToTPtfpayISx-JWV9H_4m3KhnT4TW-slBSCAdSAFEEz7_O1P5IGHtwNf3xM3riTAq9Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_pNcKW_6Z-yLSqRJH7vecVyGgHdaiDH-aJfn91yV5xK6Mt8mU8wa4SMNzse9Q-kcd75Oz92xcErhtFWhXTlf78AwIQsdNJFPkL3k33x8_37Fv0rW2OARuECvTtIXZ6TiAAo-CXLZlokHV75yOJL8RiA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_pNcKW_6Z-yLSpLg1KmNHAd968EfMTiw7NJzJJ3IN1bLmbBVikH1SHxC0ef8DD2R_sJ_xMBhuCHU7EaZa6ASdNsW48iPyOZcWk4j_9fJLc6NN9GJiFQ_BxtB3SnTqHO9sQ==&c=&ch=


The gathering of industry members and
experts, which included lightning protection
product manufacturers, system installers,
scientists and code authorities, explored a
wide range of speaker sessions and topics. 

If you missed the conference, or attended but
want to revisit the program highlights, be sure
to read LPI's March blog to catch the top 5
takeaways from this important industry
event!

LPI-IP Expands Services to Meet Industry Needs  

Knowing where to turn for up-to-date and accurate information about lightning
protection can be difficult, which is why the LPI-IP Certification Program incorporates
checkpoints and reviews to ensure that lightning protection systems (LPS) comply with
national safety standards.

As the industry leader in quality assurance and safety-standard compliance, LPI-IP is the
only third-party LPS inspection program that does not certify nonstandard lightning

protection systems or products. 

As a result, the construction market is increasingly relying on LPI-IP for its lightning
protection inspection services. In fact, the LPI-IP has seen a 300% growth rate since its
beginnings in 2011 and a 44% increase in users in 2017.

To accommodate market and consumer needs, the program now offers four service
options: Master Installation Certificate Inspection, Extended Master Installation
Certificate Inspection, Reconditioned Master Installation Certificate Inspection and

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11-8DgdKitBcYMKy4dWfrahGKt0CtfGvqvWv2YamyEZLE6AjZm9qJv3MzVAcFxcRlQEdHYr4hGztskxndNydIq7GvfrPtCQwiDY-21_HmMTgsJRmSUCHryE0K9Lwk1NGM6BAwN5FGtJHCcKA2ZtmFoPDiLLgCW4YUO3GBotg3bx-iSMHTZVqDmLpzVe3i1nDH7N_XiM0wleTs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_qIH1TULFLp6fYAVWGcDIyFQkiG3OTO8zufOUyPlXfkwBX6cjJ8rG_8SWiGJiqiUU8QCn3FNRGwaHw6AJm595cXhkB2oVRQOhvn0QuRP0dAo4aTb9w3MdiWmUTvGk61zdWdid7gC9J9B&c=&ch=


LPI member, Adam Smith of Base Lightning Protection in
Atlanta, facilitated the CE Academy's first LSA 101 session

for 2018. 

Limited Scope Inspection. All options provide cost-effective inspection services to ensure
LPS compliance with national safety standards. Visit this link for resources,
specifications and standards information. 

For more information about the
Program read our recent news
release or visit the LPI-IP
website. 

Interested in sharing information
about the LPI-IP with your
customers? Be sure to invite your
colleagues and clients to view our
infographic for highlights of the
various LPI-IP services.

Building Lightning Safe 
News & Notes from the Community

Coming to a City Near You...Continuing Education Enlightenment!  

Looking to learn more about Lightning Protection Continuing Education in a Lunch
& Learn setting? The LPI is partnering with the Lightning Safety Alliance (LSA) and
the CE Academy to bring the Lightning Protection 101 (LSA 101) course to your
doorstep!

In each one-day event, the CE
Academy provides 4-8 hours
of AIA-registered CE courses,
including breakfast and
lunch! Certificates of
completion and AIA credit
reporting are also provided for
every event. 

The LSA 101 Lightning
Protection session is a one-
hour course which includes a
review of proper lightning
protection system design and
application as conforming
with NFPA and UL lightning
protection requirements. LSA 101 participants receive (1) AIA HSW/LU credit.

Visit the LPI website for a list of 2018 CE Academy sessions.

Concerns about CSST Gas Piping Continue 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11RN9s0wH7aQBxjEanZAc8pg9hsEGOnEL05ERayuVM57390offNpqV14uWwvvgVuIikNosWwZ72dlN4A2QQRvWPD3-aUFw8ci7YITqmnxhvJM9tVZoftwgPQFWpXdn1Kjj&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11aCYnwNgJPLfxNq-3t9pG87J4K2ZIDaFkuYARaTjJBEDVVGaxHFN-OHTAUvZL-cpMRk3YitJRI6gTMmKb4wygVYfRfhjT0kzMAZ1eQFXmAykx2x6RlOZoSK-wli7qZGlUm7KAhmaZN9suK_QLaVShs8n8UcM5bX0h-uJLFkB9btm4YTuPWvGjlFAX00PgIz-LWEhamQkkfU0v-Eokl7aWrczn8VuzOPq8wkdE5uDEAmqOsIWezSwiWqqwLxV8LXMM&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11_MZyVnUDY7Bp-Up6D_M1Flxd0sOzCUNM5pbAwCq2puDOFoA2svs0MSF9pAIGdH1IhbZY3nuwagkQ9Md2Nap6PKTvgdVpMUT6lHOFOQjgc0CccGQ7VD4E7Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_qIH1TULFLp69NkVRFH6FfUyWwOtHYGHztM0wr3s1eHKFbek3-o04ZbdhCmdQtV63Xl6YUl65lbrCC0Jfj8jZbogLekSMJ2YDiOTPD9szcn6oTjG9XoYjR7P0pxKFRnhVF9fWkKbl7ifF6ykQAwn5eYUdTkVAc8b8a7FHKZVYrSwPfWJ6wPYXqF_QvRMphwrG1AfWxGMX4PjO1TQr27q-WFbdrxlf6-7PM-65bNqdqBM&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_vxSijGgSo70cKJVwHhrWUj27JmA3DOIqFL21z4CsTDFsg_kifMFrlB6idtLQ_HLBldeKhjGdTDjFrmKRVWT6syRb4-RhTnBOhAVtQ4CptRb3_nfvSEYzDy6O-69pTLmp1nJ-RhE7FdjysRpfIJBmNquvCHU5yjlfnAvAFoe5j8Wy9KygriDOVlhopMjafvOyIlxU1WU3xZBPF-GhsBk5Ysr6jep1CO1kZbwOw0PhEG6mVb5N-Ph_2_2mPf6lgUWqQFxLsPYPZ7U&c=&ch=


Last spring, LPI advised its members to disclaim
CSST in very clear terms in work proposals and
documents, due to its lightning susceptibility

problems and lack of verification data. 

Litigation and unknowns about CSST (a flexible gas piping found in millions of
U.S. homes and commercial structures), continue to cause a concern for the
lightning protection industry and the public at large. 

Concerned by refusals of CSST
manufacturers to conduct or release
findings of testing, the National
Association of State Fire Marshals
(NASFM) recently commissioned its
own testing to investigate potential
safety impacts of typical household
electrical current (120 volts) on
CSST. 

"We are praising NASFM for looking
beyond the risk of CSST when
lightning is present," said Becky
Teel, spokesperson for the Brennen
Teel Foundation, and a presenter

at the 2018 ULPA/LPI Lightning Protection Conference. 

Teel and her husband Ken, created a Foundation in the name of their son,
Brennen Chase Teel, who was just 31 years old when he was killed on August 24,
2012 in a Lubbock, Texas home, where the installation, bonding and grounding of
CSST was deemed "proper" according to the product manufacturer. Mrs. Teel has
explained that Brennen died in an explosive fire as a result of the puncture of
CSST-a failure that was lightning-induced. Since Brennen's death, news outlets
have continued to share incidents of similar failures that are occurring all over the
country; threatening lives and property. 

Now, data collected in the NASFM lab testing has found serious deficiencies with
the so-called "new lightning-resistant" CSST, revealing it is actually more
susceptible to failure when it comes into direct contact with the electrical system
or some other metallic object that has become energized.  

Test results commissioned by NASFM of 120 volt household current testing on CSST
and Black Iron Gas Piping can be viewed here. 

For more information about CSST and its impact on communities, visit the
Brennen Teel Foundation website. 

ACLENet Seeking Your Help to Build Lightning Safe Communities in Africa
 
The African Centres for Lightning and Electromagnetics Network (ACLENet) is a not-
for-profit organization dedicated to reducing deaths, injuries and property
damage from lightning across Africa. After a single lightning strike killed 18
children in 2011 and sent another 38 to the hospital, enrollment at an African
school fell from 600 to under 400. After ACLENet installed lightning protection for
the school in 2016, enrollment soared to over 800. 

"When parents feel safe

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11-IYnjNhEVjBGPUUaDKKq2t_ox3ThrxRLJIp3aeTA1GQXs8WqLK43_fgZu-rOYSIne9hJRV-0bLXhCiKQxG3WAa_Dh3LXIfMKJsuyGOdBmuQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11ZbcA0uqFJ8_ecVG6ws5Aq9nCeiMSGxvPbBm-NLfZ1wTK7Zn8oZvv6mHj1w-hYnK02fCRtRHlvIvaz7VwTmsamiqeMh-o2qiQA31JAnc92oKNr-vCuZfG5raudVpSEPLi&c=&ch=


ACLENet has already provided lightning protection systems for 3
schools in Africa and is working to protect more students. Surveys
and LPS Cad drawings are in place for additional schools. ACLENet

needs public support to complete 8-12 more life-saving LPS
installations.

sending their children to
school and the children
feel secure in their
classrooms, they are
more able to
concentrate and learn
their lessons," said Dr.
Mary Ann Cooper,
Founding Director for
ACLENet. 

"We are asking LPI to
please help us reduce
these unnecessary
lightning deaths and
injuries. With your
help, we can provide
life-saving lightning
protection systems for
Africa's most

vulnerable." explained Dr. Cooper. 

Visit ACLENet to learn more about its lightning protection mission, and please
consider a donation today to help build lightning safe and save lives in Africa! 

Do you have Building Lightning Safe story to share? 
Send us your news for inclusion in an upcoming issue of Build & Protect. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11yGZQS4CYvO67WaXRPdkqfKaWTJ4hxuIUqDNyfHdcXZoanWufJe7Kc6L_4L7VDHBPeC3yZE_liPDkvasHkjN0y-XFj2-iaPlWHG7kGNl5Uyr9_BhH4F1MDQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_kFmGg86-T11exOHDaaODwgv7x5Boec71tRZSbcLc8K26_B_eaf6VvF0SUWlw3qijYI6eufS9A6ttGJwnGWJMeD_Sng45EERBm0rSiR0Swg9kqSUwzK7haQ5Z6R6CkKUffKzhwccK9PqqAxNd-WrqPE=&c=&ch=
mailto:kiml@lightning.org


NFPA Codes & Standards: "Safety is Everybody's Business!"
 

Looking to be part of the standard development process? NFPA welcomes your public
input and comment. New information and sections are added to NFPA documents in
conjunction with an open and consensus-based process, which means you can
participate in the development of these important documents. 

Four core steps in the NFPA standards development process are:

1. Public Input 
2. Public Comment 
3. NFPA Technical Meeting (Tech Session) 
4. Standards Council Action (Appeals & Issuance of Standard) 



For those interested, the First Draft Reports for the 2019 revision cycle for NFPA 780,
Standard for the Installation of Lightning Protection Systems are now being accepted.
(Note public comment submission closing date is May 9, 2018.) 

Additionally, NFPA 54, ANSI Z223.1-2018 National Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition is
open for review and public comment. (Note public input submission closing date: June 27,
2018.)

Support Lightning Safety Awareness Week 2018! 

Visit lightning.org or lightningsafetycouncil.org for campaign details and information! 

Subscribe to Build & Protect!
There's a saying that goes, "An architect's dream is an engineer's nightmare." A&E's seeking to

keep pace with lightning protection trends to help fortify their building
dreams and nightmares, won't want to miss an issue of Build & Protect! 

Subscribe Now

Lightning Protection Institute | Toll Free 800-488-6864 | Fax 660-582-0430 |
kiml@lightning.org | Website
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_msa-KW27BgE9Yii0I152phHs7b99aqZGe4JU5alDMfGxy3B6ixVVzBazEBtertyVd-BeGHWbL12YD3ATnZrbPY9kWB9iMgN6actCrQ0WTB37hOgfTSK3C-OKzGbyOKPqg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mntjvtm1pb3Va9DnIWqQwpMax6_eLgkSlgCxnH6QD1mo6xcQABMk_s3wSDeohAsghFlhx0bCwyR0laO9G7q3fsKxJAUhEqtNwmEbW4lRBOZpbsyl6Qmr1MikvJc1xjMD73Hh4hWZT9za-vrp70H-6LSDMVpPZn3VoMTSgqj2xy3si2QvGDyUxKdAaigX6YIM&c=&ch=
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